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Apple Industry Pioneers Join Mimms Museum Hall of Fame
Dr. Gilbert F. Amelio and Randy Wigginton to Be Honored at BYTE26 Gala Marking the Debut
of a New Exhibition Celebrating Apple’s 50" Anniversary

ROSWELL, Ga. — (March 11, 2026) — Mimms Museum of Technology and Art (Mimms Museum), a
nonprofit metro Atlanta attraction and home to one of the world’s largest collections of digital-era
artifacts and technology-inspired artwork, today announced the 2026 inductees into its Hall of Fame: Dr.
Gilbert F. Amelio and Randy Wigginton. The celebrated technology pioneers will be honored at the
museum’s BYTE26 Gala, which will also mark the debut of iNSPIRE: Fifty Years of Innovation from Apple, a
new exhibition celebrating the 50th anniversary of Apple and the company’s enduring impact on modern
computing.

“Gil Amelio and Randy Wigginton represent the kind of visionaries our Hall of Fame was created to
recognize.” said Lonnie Mimms, founder and board chair at Mimms Museum. “Their work helped shape
the personal computing revolution and laid the foundation for technologies that continue to influence our
world today. We are honored to celebrate their achievements and lasting contributions through this
recognition.”

The 2026 Hall of Fame Inductees Include:

Dr. Gilbert F. Amelio, Tech Catalyst Award

Known as one of the original figures of Silicon Valley, Dr. Amelio is a renowned
technology executive and physicist who has played a key role in shaping the
semiconductor and computing industries. As CEO of Apple in 1996, he guided the
company through a critical period, stabilizing its finances, streamlining operations,
and initiating the strategic acquisition of NeXT, a move that brought Steve Jobs back
to Apple and helped lay the groundwork for the company’s extraordinary
resurgence. Through decades of leadership, he has combined deep technological
expertise with strategic vision to drive innovation and advance the evolution of
modern computing. As the 2026 recipient of the Tech Catalyst Award, Amelio is recognized for his pivotal
role in accelerating technological progress and shaping the trajectory of modern computing.

Randy Wigginton, Heatherington Award for Technological Innovation

Randy Wigginton is a pioneering software engineer and one of Apple’s earliest
employees, joining the company in 1976 as the sixth employee. Working alongside
Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak, he helped develop software for the Apple II,
including contributions to Applesoft BASIC and the system’s disk operating
capabilities. Wigginton later played a role in the development of the original
Macintosh and authored MacWrite, one of the first Macintosh word-processing
applications. Over a decades-long career in technology, he has applied his
expertise in software engineering, systems reliability, and infrastructure across
several leading technology companies, helping shape foundational tools and
platforms that influenced modern computing. As the recipient of the Heatherington Award for
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Technological Innovation, Wigginton is recognized for his early and lasting contributions to personal
computing and software engineering.

Amelio and Wigginton will be formally inducted into the Hall of Fame at Mimms Museum’s annual
fundraising gala, BYTE26, on Saturday, March 21. The event brings together technology leaders,
innovators, and museum supporters to celebrate the pioneers, engineers, and visionaries who have
shaped the digital age. This year’s gala will also feature the unveiling of iNSPIRE: Fifty Years of Innovation
from Apple, a new exhibition exploring the impact of Apple as the company marks its 50th anniversary.

To learn more about the Mimms Museum, visit MimmsMuseum.org. For museum updates and events,
follow the museum on Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn.

MEDIA NOTE: Hi-res headshots can be found HERE.
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About Mimms Museum of Technology and Art

Mimms Museum of Technology and Art, formerly Computer Museum of America, is a dedicated nonprofit
organization with the mission of preserving and showcasing the history of technology, art and its impact
on our society. Founded by Lonnie and Karin Mimms in 2019, the museum is rooted in commitment to
innovation, education and cultural enrichment. Since opening, the museum has continued to increase its
efforts to provide accessibility to both art and technology to inspire the next generation. Lonnie Mimms
has spent more than 40 years building one of the world’s most significant collections of computing
artifacts, while Karin Mimms, a former educator, brings a lifelong passion for learning and storytelling.
Together, they have created a space where technology and art intersect. Through interactive experiences,
educational programs and engaging events, Mimms Museum provides visitors with a unique opportunity
to explore the evolution of technology and its profound influence on our lives.

About iNSPIRE: Fifty Years of Innovation from Apple

In spring 2026, Mimms Museum of Technology and Art will debut the largest collection of Apple products
ever on display to the public. The iNSPIRE: Fifty Years of Innovation from Apple exhibition will span more
than 20,000 square feet and feature over 2,000 rare Apple artifacts, early prototypes, iconic devices and
more. In addition to hands-on displays of early computers and devices, the new exhibit will include
immersive, creative installations inspired by Apple’s most memorable campaigns and spotlight the
visionaries who helped shape the brand’s legacy. Rare collector’s items, unique documents, and behind-
the-scenes stories of Apple’s groundbreaking products will also be on display. For more information on
sponsorship opportunities, visit MimmsMuseum.org/Apple-Innovation-Exhibit.
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